LORD  READING

applicable to Europeans and Indians. I do not desire to
express myself more fully, inasmuch as I am not yet completely
apprised of all factors, neither am I prepared at this moment
to suggest the precise remedy. I am, however, fully conscious
of the ground that demands and is receiving the most careful
examination and consideration of government. Believe me,
I am profoundly conscious of the necessity of impressing the
public mind with my Government's earnest desire and determina-
tion to do even-handed justice as the basis of its political actions.
I will ask you, however, to remember, if you find me to-day
cautious in expression, that I have been here only three months,
and that I should deeply deplore using language of promise
which I could not in the future justify by action.

My last word to you is that notwithstanding conflicts, dis-
turbances and agitations, I am convinced that we are daily
making steady progress towards that fuller realization of responsi-
bility which you have so much at heart. I thank you for the
assurance that I can count upon the support and co-operation
of your association, and of the political party of which it is the
organized representative.

Viceroy's Speech at a Banquet given in his honour
by the Maharajah of Kashmir at Srinagar on 27th October

I am most grateful to Your Highness for the very kind terms
in which you have proposed my health and that of Her Excellency,
and to you, ladies and gentlemen, for the cordiality with which
you have received the toast. This is my first visit to an Indian
State, and it has been an experience which neither I nor Her
Excellency are ever likely to forget. From the time when
Your Highness, with your usual courtesy, met us on the road,
up to the present moment, we have received nothing but the
greatest kindness and consideration from Your Highness, your
officials, and the people, and I would ask you to accept our
most cordial thanks. Our entry into this city with Your Highness
in the procession on the Jhelum presented a spectacle of pic-
turesque beauty, which it will be difficult to surpass, but we were
even more impressed by the cordiality of the reception which
your people accorded to us, and I trust that I may accept it
as an appreciation of the deep interest which the Government of
India must always take in Your Highness, your State and your
people. Amid all the beauty of this glorious country one is
tempted to forget for a moment that there are such things as